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MY OWN COUNTRY HAS BEEN SPLIT IN TWO…
Since the day when Demetris Christofias took over the helm of the Cyprus vessel two months ago, the country was rejuvenated. In an article of mine of the 21st November 2007 I wrote: “DISY and AKEL, which historically worked hard for the reunification of Cyprus and which control between them 65% of the electorate, cannot possibly guide their followers to vote for Tassos Papadopoulos, whom they both accused of leading the country to partition”. At the end of the day, despite forecasts and polls to the contrary, Papadopoulos found himself seated on the sofa of his living room.
Christofias was smiling. Cyprus was smiling.   In spite of the fact that we all knew that the solution would be a hard one. Hard, like the hard and ruthless mighty countries of the world, which have a say and a role in all international issues, including ours, whether we like it or not. So, we entered the process: On the one hand, a just solution, which however will inevitably reflect the past errors and sins of both communities. On the other hand, a dangerous partition.
We are now going through the first difficult moments…Moments which are rolling down on our face, like drops of an autumn rain…In a dull surrounding. During these moments, sweet Greek Cypriot composer Marios Tokas (who died recently) and Turkish Cypriot poet Neshe Yasin, through their poem-song: “My own country has been split in  two, which of the two pieces should I love?” remind us of the tragic events and the big dilemma, which have been marking with scars the body of this land for the past fifty years.
Demetri, Mehmet, “which of the two pieces should I love?” That is the question in the song. However the mandate given to you by the overwhelming majority of the people of Cyprus is not to tell us which piece should we love. The mandate is to weld together the two pieces, despite the almost insurmountable difficulties, despite the political maelstrom which usually erupts in connection with national issues, despite pressures and irrespective of accusations which may be leveled against you by stupid, cheap and irresponsible political wheeler-dealers. You have to weld together the two pieces of a Little Country through Big Decisions…So that we can love both pieces.
Demetri, Mehmet, I do not know where all these “inviolable red lines” with which you have filled your texts will lead you. The one side considers its own “red lines” as commandments of God in the Gospel. The other side considers its own “red lines” as divine words in the Koran. I also do not know what will be the outcome of the so many Working Groups and Technical Committees with their more than one hundred master builders. They remind me of the Babel Tower and the confused tongues. 
I wrote some time ago that the solution to thorny national issues cannot be initiated through committees and groups consisting of many people. Such issues must be addressed by the leaders themselves, during face to face talks at which the points of agreement and those of disagreement will be recorded; then an effort will be exerted to bridge differences. The groups and the committees will follow and take up specific issues which will be assigned to them, like the cart which follows the horses. This is what logic dictates. This is what emanates from international practice as well.
Even so, everybody’s wish is that we shall manage to move on, bearing in mind that the negotiating process this time will be more difficult than any time before. It will also be less productive for the Greek Cypriots.
Since 1948 we, Greek Cypriots, have rejected all fifteen Proposals for a solution which were submitted to us. A list of the rejected Proposals I have included in an article of mine of the 30th January 2008. Each subsequent Proposal was always worse for the Greek Cypriots than the previous one. Through our decisions over all these years, with most of which Greece disagreed, we gradually opened the gates for the 1974 Turkish invasion. Since then we commit one mistake after the other.
In April 2004 the President showed the people the way to the rejection of the Annan Plan. He did that despite the fact that he himself had accepted Annan 3 and thereafter he was ready to adopt the Plan with minor amendments. On the 8th February 2004 Papadopoulos stated: “We always supported the commencement of talks on the basis of the Annan Plan and our target is to have a solution until the 1st May 2004”. Papadopoulos made dozens of similar statements. Then he made a U turn. Without feeling that he owed an explanation to the people, as to why a President had started vilifying a Plan which he had previously accepted. In a matter of a few months the 
Plan became a cursed Plan, both for the President and also for two other parties of the Government coalition (AKEL and EDEK), which accepted the Plan initially and then rejected it. Just like that. Like you say “This food is good” and a few minutes later “No it is not good”. Incredible, but true.
Demetris Christofias should know that he will now encounter a number of additional obstacles. Some of them are due to developments over the past four years. The rest of them are the consequence of Turkey’s exploitation of the fact that after 50 sterile years we face the dilemma: Solution or partition.
Here is a list of such additional obstacles:
1.  Settlers:  A huge issue. The number of the settlers increased from 130.000 in 2004 to 200-250.000 nowadays. We are naive if we believe that these people will depart easily. I personally regret the fact that in 1983 then President Kyprianou (I was Foreign Minister) did not consent to the departure of the settlers (they were 15.000 at the time) and their compensation of $5.000 per head. That would be part of the “Indicators’ Initiative which followed, for the rejection of which I resigned.
So, Demetris, start counting: 15.000, 130.000, 250.000 - and try not to lose yourself in the counting process.
2. Territory:  I express the wish that the return of Morphou, for which I worked personally in 1981 and the possible return of Karpasia  (Burgenstock talks) will not be now aborted. If they are, we should only blame ourselves.
3.  Construction on Greek Cypriot properties: During the past four years it went up ten times. The issue was already complex in 2004, nowadays it will be a mess.
4.  Virgin birth:  A new paradox, which was not there in the past. It was certainly not in the Annan Plan, which, according to a correct assessment by AKEL in April 2004 “would not dissolve, it would reunite Cyprus”. Should we now break up Cyprus and then rebuild her? Why should we do that, Mehmet Ali Talat? Do you try to make sure that you will be recognized as a state in case our common country falters and collapses? However, if before reuniting Cyprus we are considering options after her break up, then why reunite her? Of course in this case as well, the Greek Cypriots are paying the price of their blunders of the past (especially of 1963). I hope and trust that this subject will not block the process.
The above new problems will be added to the other “Labours of Hercules”, as I called the intractable issues in the past, such as “the Guarantees”, the “Turkish Army”, “the Deadlocks” and others. We have an uphill road ahead of us.
But, President Demetri, I want to believe that your profound wish to see Cyprus reunited, your courage and your spiritual resilience will lead to results, with the necessary cooperation of Mehmet Ali Talat and the assistance of Athens and Ankara (whose attitude has unfortunately deteriorated in recent months). So the dilemma in the song of Marios Tokas and Neshe Yasin could be answered: “I love both pieces, reunited”.
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